
 

 

Annual Membership Meeting Minutes 
August 6, 2016 

 

Board Present: 
Dr. Gregory R. Czarnecki 
Dr. Joseph Podolski 
Dr. James Ryan 
Dr. William Garrity 
Dr. Nick Palermo 
Dr. Andrew Yuan 
Dr. Ruth Benet 
 
Members Present:  
Dr. Antonio D’Aria 
Dr. Mitchell Durante 
Dr. Tricia Hall 
Dr. Jeremy Isaacson 
Dr. Deborah Presnick 
Dr. Donald Soucier 
Dr. Michael Waddington 
 
Staff: 
Samyuktha Gumidyala 
Andrew Peck 
  
The meeting was called to order at 6:07PM. A quorum was established and no conflicts of interest were disclosed.  
 
Dr. Czarnecki gave the President’s Report. The goal is for COMS to be relevant and reach to the members, especially to 
other regions in the state and residency programs. Now that we have a presence on Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn, it 
can help us increase our involvement. The ECHN program has experienced growth. COMS had representation at the 
House of Delegates in July and saw Dr. Buser being elected as the AOA president. There were discussions on 
maintenance and the osteopathic continuous certification. Committees are going to be re-established and the board is 
seeking member interest to join.  
 
There was a discussion on quarterly meetings and doing workshops in different parts of the states.  
 
Dr. Ryan delivered the treasurer’s report. We are “spending our savings” and the organization needs to step up in order 
to get back to where they used to be.  
 
The membership report was reviewed. There has been an increase in members since 2015, with a big concentration in 
the student and resident category.  
 
Dr. Benet and Dr. Waddington provided the resident update.  
 
 
 



A legislative summary was given. COMS have signed onto different pieces of legislation throughout the year and  
there were bills that have been signed by the governor as well.  
 
Dr. Yuan was nominated by the governor to serve on the CT Medical Board. This will help us protect DO rights and work 
together to solve issues.  
 
Dr. Czarnecki announced the proposed slate of officers for the 2016-2017 year. Dr. Benet nominated Dr. Durante as the 
fellow representative to serve on the board. A motion was made and seconded to approve the slate. The motion was 
passed and the new COMS board of trustees was established with Dr. Greg Czarnecki continuing another year as 
president. An announcement will be sent to the members.  
 
Andrew Peck provided a content and communications update. Stories for the social media channels and increasing 
COMS presence were discussed.  

 
The membership meeting was adjourned at 7:01PM EST.  

 
  


